


Take 1 Programme – Embedding Education for Sustainable Development in Learning and Teaching (2023)

Overview
 

• Education for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable 
Development Goals - An Overview

• Take 1 Programme Overview

• Take 1 Policy Alignment

• Learning in Action – Take 1 Week 2023
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Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

On August 2, 2015, the entire UN membership (193 countries) agreed upon a new agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 
The economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development are at its core. The 
agreement sets the course for the entire world to deliver a more sustainable, prosperous and peaceful 
future for all, in harmony with our planet

The SDGs address a broad and universal range of concerns, 
including issues such as inequality, sustainable cities, 
renewable energy, peaceful and inclusive societies and 
sustainable consumption and production, among others.

Ireland has had a central role in the process 
as co-facilitators of negotiations together 
with Kenya.

A crucial aspect of the new agenda is that it is a universal one. 
All goals are equally applicable to Ireland as to any other country. A further element is a 
commitment to “leave no one behind” and to address those in most need as a first priority. 
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Target 4.7 
By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and 
skills needed to promote sustainable development, 
including, among others, through education for sustainable 
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, 
gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-
violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural 
diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable 
development 

Checks & Measures 

Indicator 4.7.1
Extent to which (i) global citizenship education and (ii) 
education for sustainable development, including gender 
equality and human rights, are mainstreamed at all levels in: 
(a) national education policies, (b) curricula, (c) teacher 
education and (d) student assessment
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Sustainable 
Development

“meeting the needs of the 
present without compromising 
the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs”

(United Nations Bruntland Commission, 1987)

World Commission on Env. And Development. (1987). Our Common 
Future. England:Oxford University Press.
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Take 1 Programme

Aim

• To support schools to communicate, raise awareness of, and embed Education for Sustainable 
Development as part of a broad curriculum, through the UN Sustainable Development Goals

Objectives

• Provide professional learning opportunities to engage with and understand Education for 
Sustainable Development

• Explore opportunities to link formal, non-formal and extra-curricular activities to the 
achievement of the Global Goals.

• Support the inclusion of Education for Sustainable Development as part of school policy and 
wellbeing programmes  
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Subject 
specifications 
at Junior Cycle

www.take1programme.com
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ESD in Action

Take 1
Week

November  20th – 24th  2023

May Day for Sustainability

May 7th -  2024
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Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) empowers 
learners of all ages with the knowledge, skills, values and 
attitudes to address the interconnected global 
challenges we are facing, including climate change, 
environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, poverty 
and inequality.
Learning must prepare students and learners of all ages 
to find solutions for the challenges of today and the 
future. Education should be transformative and allow us 
to make informed decisions and take individual and 
collective action to change our societies and care for 
the planet. 

(UNESCO - 2015)

International

Global Competencies
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Department of Education Statement of 
Strategy 2021 - 2023

Over the lifetime of this Statement of 
Strategy we will contribute to the 
achievement of the SDGs and in 
particular to SDG 4 – Quality 
Education “to ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all” through the 
SDG National Implementation Plan. 

The National Strategy on Education for Sustainable 
Development aims to ensure that education contributes 
to sustainable development by equipping learners with 
the relevant knowledge (the ‘what’), the key dispositions 
and skills (the ‘how’) and the values (the ‘why’) that will 
motivate and empower them throughout their lives to 
become informed active citizens who take action for a 
more sustainable future. 

Department of Education
2022

National

The 2nd National Strategy on Education for 
Sustainable Development in Ireland 2030
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Climate Action Mandate

A toolkit to assist with this process is linked in Issue 12 of the Department of 
Education’s ESD Newsletter published in September

Read more and sign up to the newsletter

gov.ie - Education for Sustainable Development Newsletter (www.gov.ie)

A Public Sector Climate Action Mandate was published in 2022 . That mandate excluded 
the school sector, as it would have its own dedicated climate action mandate that would 
best reflect the circumstances in schools and minimise the burden on schools where 
possible. 

This dedicated School Sector Mandate recognises the variance between large public 
bodies and the school sector and the distinctive role schools are playing in the areas of 
Education for Sustainable Development and Climate Change.

Schools now have a separate Climate Action Mandate under which they are supported to 
adopt a School Sustainability Policy Statement. 

gov.ie - School Sector Climate Action Mandate (www.gov.ie

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/a1d6e-education-for-sustainable-development-newsletter/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a1673-school-sector-climate-action-mandate/
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Looking at our School 2022

Looking at Our School 2022 – A Quality Framework for Post Primary Schools (LAOS) 

Learning and Teaching

Domains                      Standards                       Take 1 Programme Coherence

Learner experiences

Students: experience 

opportunities to develop the 

skills and attitudes necessary 

for lifelong learning

SDG 4 calls on Member States to “ensure 

inclusive and equitable quality education and 

promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”

Embedded approach supports flexible 

response to current contexts and students’ 

concerns relating to ‘sustainability’

Teachers’ collective / 

collaborative practice

Teachers: work together to 

devise learning opportunities 

for students across and 

beyond the curriculum 

Embedding the SDGs to highlight the 

interconnected nature of Education for 

Sustainable Development – within the 

syllabus, across classrooms and throughout 

the whole school.  
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Domain 1: Learner Outcomes

Domain 3: Teachers Individual Practice

Standards Statement of effective practice Statement of highly effective practice

Students demonstrate the 
knowledge, skills and 
understanding required by 
the post-primary curriculum

Students are recognised as key contributors 
to our sustainable future. In line with the 
curriculum, their understanding of 
environmental, social and economic issues 
and of active citizenship, with the 
associated rights and responsibilities in local 
and wider contexts is being developed. 
They are enabled to act responsibly for a 
more sustainable world.

Students are recognised as key contributors to 
our sustainable future. In line with the curriculum, 
their understanding of environmental, social and 
economic issues and of active citizenship, with 
the associated rights and responsibilities in local 
and wider contexts is being developed. Students 
are enabled to contribute positively, actively 
and compassionately towards the creation of a 
more sustainable and just world.

Standards Statement of effective practice Statement of highly effective practice

The teacher selects and 
uses teaching approaches 
appropriate to the learning 
intentions and to students’ 
learning needs 

Teachers enable students to make 
meaningful links between lesson material 
and their learning in other subjects and 
elsewhere. 

Teachers enable students to make meaningful 
links between lesson material and their learning 
in other subjects, and to transfer their learning to 
new experiences.
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Leadership and Management

Looking at our School 2022

Looking at Our School 2022 – A Quality Framework for Post Primary Schools (LAOS) 

Domains                    Standards                          Take 1 Programme Coherence

Leading Teaching 

and Learning

Foster a commitment to inclusion, 

equality of opportunity and the 

holistic development of each 

student

Inclusive of all learners – moving away from 

the single subject response to Education for 

Sustainable Development issues. 

Developing 

leadership capacity

Promote and facilitate the 

development of student 

participation, student leadership 

and parent participation 

Offering a common thread for responding to 

students’ concerns in relation to climate 

issues and providing opportunities for 

engagement. 
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Domain 1: Leading Learning and Teaching

Domain 2: Managing the Organisation

Standards Statement of effective practice Statement of highly effective practice
Promote a culture of 
reflection, 
improvement, 
collaboration, 
innovation and 
creativity in learning, 
teaching and 
assessment 

The principal, with those leading the process, 
uses SSE to encourage teaching that is engaging 
and challenging, to support the inclusion of 
student and parent participation in policy 
development around learning and teaching 
and to increase students’ interest in learning.

The principal, with those leading the process, uses 
SSE very effectively to encourage teaching that is 
engaging and challenging, to support the inclusion 
of student and parent participation in policy 
development around learning and teaching and to
enable all students to become active and 
motivated learners

Standards Statement of effective practice Statement of highly effective practice

Manage challenging 
and complex situations 
in a manner that 
demonstrates equality, 
fairness and justice

The school values and promotes a commitment 
to sustainable development and implements 
practices and policies that embed the principles 
of sustainability in the daily routines of the school.

The school prioritises and promotes, as a core value, 
a commitment to sustainable development; the 
school community collectively develops and 
implements practices and policies to embed 
principles of sustainability in the school’s daily 
routines.
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As an evidence-based process, School Self 
Evaluation (SSE) supports schools in

• identifying, 
• analysing
• making judgements 

about students’ learning, with the intention of 
taking action to make learning better. 

School Self Evaluation (SSE)
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Literacy 
• Team Teaching
• Peer Learning
• Word play

Transition
• Partnership approach to ESD – shared project
• ESD as part of induction programme
• Presentation to parents

Partnership with parents
• Using ESD (Take 1 Week/May Day to support parental involvement)
• Sustainability projects driven/supported by parents

Partnership with others
• Using community expertise in ESD to make connections E.g. Local 

bicycle shop, charity shop, county council

DEIS Planning - Example

Areas of focus examples
• Active learning
• Differentiation
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Teaching Council

Céim is a keystone document in the continuum of teacher education, which reflects the 
fact that teachers are always learning so that they can always teach. 

Cosán is a flexible framework that acknowledges and 
appreciates that teachers learn through a variety of 
processes and endeavours to “ensure that the learning 
is relevant to teachers and their learning needs” 

Cosán – Framework for Teachers LearningCéim: Standards for Initial Teacher Education 
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Getting Involved

• Promote the day 
(before/during/after) 
(website/social media/local media

• Display the posters
• Share your activities
• Use the hashtags

Take 1 Week 2023

#take1programme     #take1week23

November 20th – 24th
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Getting Involved
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Resources & Supports For each school

• Take 1 Programme
o Curriculum Resource (Irish/English)
o SDG/ESD Background materials
o SDG Icons & Logos (English/Irish)

• Action/Activity Resources (Take 1 Week/May Day for Sustainability)
o Template overview Power Point
o Suggested classroom/school activities
o Promotional poster(s) (Irish/English)
o Social Media images

• External Resources
o Education for Sustainable Development Newsletter
o WorldWise Global Schools Grant funding (schools or clusters) opens  

April 2024

Please click HERE to complete the post training survey

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JVynwf1lH0qKvRxHsiCCvurwz0KZQR9Ds3XQXFf4KCJUQktCMTJTNUJNMDQxTUVSSDdSNllEVTAxVC4u
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#take1programme

take1programme@outlook.com

Please click HERE to complete the post training survey

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JVynwf1lH0qKvRxHsiCCvurwz0KZQR9Ds3XQXFf4KCJUQktCMTJTNUJNMDQxTUVSSDdSNllEVTAxVC4u
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OECD – Global Teaching Insights

Examples of innovative actions on teaching Climate 
Education with the OECD, UNESCO and Education 

International.

Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development

Education Matters 2022

From Policy to Practice: Education for 
Sustainable Development through the 
Lens of Looking at Our School 2022

Presentations

11th World Environmental Education 
Conference 2022

https://www.globalteachinginsights.org/media/Embedding+SDGs+into+the+Irish+National+Curriculum/1_l2ivn6bt/212779523
https://www.globalteachinginsights.org/media/Embedding+SDGs+into+the+Irish+National+Curriculum/1_l2ivn6bt/212779523
https://www.globalteachinginsights.org/media/Embedding+SDGs+into+the+Irish+National+Curriculum/1_l2ivn6bt/212779523
https://www.globalteachinginsights.org/media/Embedding+SDGs+into+the+Irish+National+Curriculum/1_l2ivn6bt/212779523
https://www.globalteachinginsights.org/media/Embedding+SDGs+into+the+Irish+National+Curriculum/1_l2ivn6bt/212779523
https://irelandseducationyearbook.ie/downloads/IEYB2022/YB2022-Second-Level-05.pdf
https://weec2022.gcon.me/programme
https://weec2022.gcon.me/programme
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Further Reading & Resources

Central Statistics Office –Infographics on the SDGs in Ireland 
https://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/unsustainabledevelopmentgoals/

United Nations – Publication and progress to date
https://sdgs.un.org/goals

Geohive – interactive mapping progress and data for Ireland
https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/

SDG Dashboard and trends – How are countries progressing
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/

UNESCO – Education for Sustainable Development
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/2%20UNESCO.pdf

https://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/unsustainabledevelopmentgoals/
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/2%20UNESCO.pdf
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